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Making impact with local action learning!
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Green Circles Cheese and Landsubsidence
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Based in ”The Green Heart”
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Why Green Circles? 

o Increasing social needs in an overcrowded area 

o Environmental boundaries, like nitrogen 

o Pressure on rural areas. Increasing (price) competition for available 
(agricultural) land: urbanisation, industrialisation, nature and recreation

o Dairy farming earning capacity is heavily under pressure

o Citizens wants sustainable, healthy and local nutrition 
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Ambition Green Circles

Develop future-proof agriculture, find a solution for landsubsidence, restoring 
biodiversity in the green heart and a water system that can withstand the expected 

climate change 

12

Partners: Zuivelfabriek De Graafstroom, de 

zuivelcoöperatie Deltamilk, Waterschap Rivierenland, 

Rabobank, de Provincie Zuid-Holland en Wageningen 

University & Research (WUR) and Naturalis.



Assignment Green Circels

Project goals

o Find integral solutions to limit subsidence, conservation and restoring of biodiversity and preserving 
and strengthening the merit of dairy farming in the Dutch peatlands

Results  

o Identification and substantiation of (potential) action packages combatting landsubsidence, 

strengthening biodiversity and increasing earning capacity of the farmers

o An approach which is scalable to other (peatland) areas in the Netherlands

Financed by network partners and local government subsidies
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Approach

o System-area analysis

o Developing workshops

o Data collection, pilots, 
monitoring systems, learning 
experiences 

o Economic analysis of sustainable 
measures
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Principles

o Focus on simple and smart measures that are in line with 
current dairy farming practices

o Including sufficient awards: From cost effective to true 
value!

o Voluntary participation but not without obligation: long 
term relations and agreements.

o Safe learning environment: Learning by doing!

o Partnership: We need each other. Principles are equality 
and cross border cooperation.
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Workshops Alblasserwaard Vijfherenlanden

o Groups of farmers from the region

o Discuss, develop ideas and actions to 

reach the objectives of a futureproof 

economy and nature

o Offer for local governments from 

famers individually or as a group
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o Biodiverse ditches

o Climate robust water management

o Better usage of manure and healthy 
soil

o Emission reduction

17

Action plans



Climate robust water management

Lessons Learned

o Huge reduction potential

o Successful pilots

o Scaling opportunities like carbon 
credits and subsidies are still limited
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Emission reduction

Lessons learned

o Great tool

o Insights based on reference farms

o Conversation starter!

o Farmer engagement

o Towards fair incentives 
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Thank you for your attention
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Thank you for joining! 

Saskia Visser
saskia.visser@climate-kic.org 

CONTACTS

www.climate-kic.org

Join the Green Horizons network: www.climate-hive.org/page/Green-Horizons 

STAY UP TO DATE

mailto:tessa.finch@climate-kic.org
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