
Accelerating action: Blue economy and industrial 

circularity leading the transition
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Image 

Footnote

Enabling the global blue economy to 
thrive through systems innovation

Our Vision: A prosperous, 
inclusive, climate-resilient, 
circular, NetZero emission blue 
economy

Climate KIC is shaping a sustainable future for 
our oceans and the blue economy by addressing 
root challenges through a systems thinking 
approach.
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Our Blue Community and 
Collaborators
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Enabling the global blue economy to 
thrive through systems innovation
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Blue economy portfolio

Climathon

Deep Demonstration

ClimAccelerator

Journey

Pioneers

Young Innovators

Climathon

ClimateLaunchpad

Climathon

ClimateLaunchpad

Climathon

ClimateLaunchpad

ClimAccelerator

Impact:

- 73 blue economy 
start-ups, valued at 
€646 million, have 
raised €253 million in 
follow-on investments
- More than 150 
learners worked on 
the application of 
systems thinking for 
oceans and ports

- Over 200 citizens 
engaged via 
Climathons run on 
islands and port cities



6

“The Port of Lavrio as a sustainable, 

prosperous, smart-city port, delivering high-

quality services and collaborating with the 

local community to enable a just transition and 

multi-stakeholder innovation to flourish”

STAKEHOLDER MAP

FUNDING MAP

GUIDELINES FOR PORTS 
ON SYSTEMS INNOVATION

SDG INTEGRATION IN PORT ESG 
QUANTIFICATION & REPORTING

SHARED VISION ACTION: 
CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT &
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Systems innovation at local level: Deep Demonstration at Lavrio port-city (Greece) 
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Systems innovation at sector level: Deep Demonstration Maritime
Port of Piraeus – Port of Valencia – Cyprus Shipping sector



Mission Ocean and Waters

EU Mission “Restore our Ocean and Waters by 2030”

Objectives: 

Protect & restore marine & freshwater ecosystems and biodiversity

Prevent & eliminate pollution of our ocean, seas and waters

Make the sustainable blue economy carbon neutral and circular



CO-WATERS

CO-WATERS develops a Coalition of 

waterfront cities, regions, islands and 

empowers them through tailored services to 

lead the transformation towards clean, healthy 

and resilient water systems.



• Networking and peer learning: we provide opportunities to 
connect with others and share experiences

• Hands-on training and tailored support: we equip local and 
regional leaders with the skills  to lead an inclusive transition 

• Local engagement: support for involving citizens and 
stakeholders to build momentum

• Guidance on Funding: tailored advice for securing financial 
resources for the transition (mapping, advising, matchmaking)

• MOW Label: CO-WATERS develops the Misson Ocean and 
Waters Label for waterfront cities, regions, islands with 
ambitious transition plans and pilots with 20 entities

CO-WATERS Services



Shape the support you need!

• If you are working to protect and restore oceans, rivers, or lakes at the local or regional 
level, we want to hear from you. Share your needs to help CO-WATERS design 
tailored services!

• Your input will guide training, networking, funding guidance, and other support 
services.

Take the “Co-
Create Your 

Support” 
survey before 

15 October 
2025, 23:59 

CEST.



vCommunity of Practice
Supporting the transition to more circular 

industrial and urban ecosystems

www.h4c-community.eu

Hubs4Circularity

info@h4c-community.eu



What are 

Hubs4Circularity?

State-of-the-art 

demonstrator 

ecosystems that 

foster industrial and 

industrial-urban 

symbiosis, aiming to 

reduce resource use 

(energy, water, 

feedstock) 

The project is funded by the European Union’s Horizon Europe programme, under grant agreements N° 101058416 and N° 101058656. 

JOIN THE 

COMMUNITYSupporting the transition to more circular 

industrial and urban ecosystems

About the initiative

▪ Empowering industries, 
regions, and cities 

to co-create circular 
ecosystems.

▪ Providing tools, 
evaluations, and policy 
guidance to support 
emerging Hubs.

▪ Facilitating knowledge 
exchange through a 

digital Knowledge 
Platform.

Join the Community of Practice

Join a collaborative network of 

industry, SMEs, researchers, 

local authorities, and civil 

society to:

▪ Share best practices and 

tools

▪ Join workshops and 

matchmaking events

▪ Access training, support, 

and funding guidance

www.h4c-community.eu

info@h4c-community.eu



Knowledge platform services
Sign up at www.h4c-community.eu



Thank you!

maria.loloni@climate-kic.org

MARIA LOLONI

Maritime and Industrial Symbiosis Programme Lead



ANNEX
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Blue economy portfolio

Climathon

Deep Demonstration

ClimAccelerator

Journey

Pioneers

Young Innovators

Climathon

ClimateLaunchpad

Climathon

ClimateLaunchpad

Climathon

ClimateLaunchpad

ClimAccelerator

Impact:

- 73 blue economy 
start-ups, valued at 
€646 million, have 
raised €253 million in 
follow-on investments
- More than 150 
learners worked on 
the application of 
systems thinking for 
oceans and ports

- Over 200 citizens 
engaged via 
Climathons run on 
islands and port cities
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